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The Systematic Diversity of the Arabic
Rhetorical Discourse

(An analytical study of the efforts of Al-
Jahiz, Abdel-Qaher and Al-Sakaki)

Abstract

The current study investigated the Arabic rhetorical discourse
through the types of approaches that went further beyond the general
grammatical or linguistic phenomenon to describe and root the
rhetorical phenomenon. Thus, this research studied the approach
applied by the rhetoricians in revealing the essence of the rhetorical
phenomenon by sticking to three types of ancient rhetorical
discourse which constitute in its ideas and analytical theories the
most significant and prominent rhetorical phases that shape the
ancient rhetorical research methodology; namely: Al-Jahiz’s
discourse of statement and his impressionistic approach, Abdul-
Qaher al-Jurjani’s rhetoric of versification and his descriptive
analytical approach, Al-Sakaki’s grammaticalization of rhetoric, and

his scientific educational approach.

Based on what is mentioned above, this paper aimed to
identify the methods of methodological diversity in the study of
rhetorical phenomena in the light of the rhetorical efforts of Al-Jahiz,
Abdel-Qaher and Al-Sakaki.

The study concluded with many results, the most important of
which are: the patterns of rhetorical discourse that represent the axes

of Arabic rhetoric are, the rhetorical discourse which employed the
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impressionistic approach in theorizing the rhetorical phenomenon, the

rhetoric of versification which adopted the descriptive and analytical
aspect as an approach to observing the rhetoric of the structures in the
rhetorical phenomenon, and the third discourse is Al-Sakaki's
discourse of rhetoric which relied on the grammaticalization
approach and the mechanisms of classification and setting rules. The
study found out that the three discourses agreed on the essence of the
rhetorical phenomenon in its conformity with the context and

evidence of situations.

The study ended with a number of recommendations including
the need to continue on investigating the aspects of the rhetorical
approaches in rooting the rhetorical phenomenon and explaining its
dimensions, and paying attention to the early ancient rhetorical texts
and connecting them to the later ones. This linking has a great benefit

in knowing the stages of the ancient Arabic rhetorical approaches.
Keywords:

diversity of approach, rhetorical approach, rhetorical discourse,
systems, rhetorical phenomenon, al-Jahiz, Abdul-Qaher al-Jurjani, al-
Sakaki.
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